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Dear Wilmer Citizen:
I would like to introduce myself to you.  On my father’s side,  I am the granddaughter of immigrants.  I know the problems they faced in a new country.  They chose the United States because it offered them freedom from a closed society where only the wealthy and/or titled could be educated and hope for a better life. 
 
[bookmark: _GoBack]My mother’s people were farmers who knew what it was like to work the fields from sun up to sundown.  They knew the depression of the late 1920’s and 30’s.  I know how hard they worked to regain only a portion of what they lost during those terrible economic times.  

My Dad worked in the Lead Mines in Missouri when he was fourteen.  He worked days and attended night classes to get an education in engineering and worked most of his career as a heavy equipment operator---a blue collar worker.  He became a Foreman and finally a Superintendent for his company.  That company built many of the railroads and highways here in Texas. 
 
I am telling you this because I know what hard work is.  I was raised to work to earn my education and to set goals. It took me nearly 20 years to finish college as I had to work to pay for school.  I earned a B.A. in Anthropology.    Across those twenty years, I was a Study Hall Teacher at Kimball High School and then managed a Doubleday Bookshop and acted as a Regional Manager and was nominated to Who’s Who of American Business Women.  I worked for SMU at the Foundren Library while I was in Graduate School working towards a combined Masters and Ph.D.  I did not finish those degrees due to family obligations.  After leaving graduate school, I was the Assistant Director of the Dallas Civic Garden Center for 8 years.  The last 22 years I spent as the Administrator of the Dallas County Trail and Preserve Program.  When I began my career with the County, it  had three Natural Open Space Preserves consisting of about 360 acres.  When I retired, the County had 22 preserves with over 3500 acres. One of those Preserves is Cottonwood Creek Preserve here in Wilmer.   I was able to match each dollar allocated by the County for this Program with either grant dollars or gifted land.  The Program has funded or assisted funding of about 20 miles of recreational trails in Dallas County.  Among them are  the Katy Trail, the Preston Ridge Trail, parts of the Campion Trail in Irving, the new Red Oak Trail in Lancaster along with others.  I helped to organize the Texas Trails Network for which this Statewide organization awarded me the first  GREAT TEXAS TRAIL BOSS Award.  When I retired from the County, I left them with a Grant to assist in the purchase of parkland between Beltline Road and Malloy Bridge Road.  The Commissioners Court has named the Wetlands within the Palmetto Alligator Slough Preserve for me.  This was an unexpected honor as they usually wait five years after your death bestow such an honor.

My husband, John, is Head of the ISEM Library at SMU and teaches in the Anthropology Department.  We have raised two daughters who have chosen careers of service to and for others.  Jennifer worked in the grants and promotion departments of Estee Lauder in New York and helped to turn the lights pink in Las Vegas to promote the Cancer Cure efforts one year.  She has since returned to SMU to work in their promotions department.  Barbara was asked to join the Delta Sigma Theta Sorority at SMU.  She chose to become a Delta because this historic Black Sorority was SERVICE oriented.  Barbara is with the State Department and has chosen to work in underdeveloped countries where she felt the need was greatest.  She is now in Afghanistan. 

I fell in love with this area during the time we were working with the Trust for Public Land to acquire the Cottonwood Creek Preserve.  A local resident knew I wanted to move here.  One day he called me and told me he had found a home that he was sure John and I would love.  We loved the house and the yard.  We both liked the people I had met in the community.  We moved here.   There is great potential here to grow and develop into a city that your children will be proud to continue to call home.   Wilmer finally has a school.  During the 22 years I drove around this town I never saw the streets repaired, patched or repaved.   Now, the streets are getting repaired and repaved.    We need an upgraded infrastructure to provide water from Dallas and to provide a safe and secure sanitary sewer system.  We need commercial and residential development. 

I believe that a Council Member has the duty to research issues and to vote for the issues that benefit the majority of the citizens and not the few.  Materials presented by the public to the City Council and other Citizens should be based in the whole truth and not in half-truths or rumor and the information should be up to date.  The information that the City Council gives to the public should stand the same test.  I believe in the transparency of City Government.  I want the City Government free of nepotism and favoritism.

I have heard this, “I want a better, cleaner, more modern City with jobs and more commercial and residential development, but I don’t want it to change.”


You can’t have it both ways.  Change for the better comes with more commercial and residential development and you have to have a modern infrastructure that includes modern streets and water and sewer systems.  Without change there is stagnation, population flight, and loss of a town that most, if not all of us love.  Even “new-comers” like me.


If you want to see Wilmer grow into a vibrant and modern town, please vote for me.


If elected, I will maintain a phone number which you can call 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday.  I will share your concerns with the City Council and the Mayor.  Your elected officials should serve YOU the CITIZEN.
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